XLIX

to Sidney

THE poor Belgians seem to have a terrible
war-storm hanging over them. I fear it may
overwhelm them. Vast numbers of men of

all nations are flocking to the standard of Don
John; Italians and Spaniards are marching in
companies to him out of Italy. Some have been

refused by the Bernois a passage through their
territory, but they will always find a way open
from Savoy into Burgundy, and thence into Lor-
raine, which borders on the Luxembourg coun-
try, where the troops are assembling and will
be reviewed, it is said. It is rumoured that the
Prince of Parma has already arrived there with a
large body of horse. Guise is fortifying the citadel
of Bischoff Homberg in that neighbourhood; it
is six miles on this side the town of Metzt and is
only one day's march from Lauterbourg, where
Duke C&stmir's quarters are. Guise has troops in
those Bishoprics which the French King wrested
from the German Empire, and it is supposed that
he will take them to Join Don John. The French,
however, have diligently spread the report that
these troops are held in readiness against Duke
Casimir. But I do not think it is their interest to
challenge Germany to a quarrel at present, I am
greatly surprised that the Spaniards are making
such efforts to carry on the war, now that win-
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